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Mycena rorida - a mycena with a glutinous coating
on the stem in damp conditions. Recorded growing
from a dead bramble stem on UK Fungus Day .
Introduction
A wet and generally mild end to the season brought a steady flow of records. Rainfall details were
not available as we went to press - hopefully they will return by the next issue.
The Fungus Records section includes a note on an exciting find by Matt Sutton: the first report from
Wales of a rarely recorded woodland waxcap - Hygrocybe viola. Adam Pollard reports on woodland
records in the first of a regular series - Woodland Glade. Special thanks to Adam for agreeing to
produce a regular series.
2015 promises to be a busy year with the Kew “Lost and Found” project getting underway (see
Conservation News for details), and UK Fungus Day which will be held over the weekend of
10th/11th October, to coincide with the start of Biology Week. Also in Conservation News, Nigel
Stringer brings us up to date on progress towards a Red Data List for rusts in Wales.
Just as we were about to go to press, thanks to Nigel’s involvement, we received a consignment of
publications generously donated by Dr. Tom Preece who has moved house and downsized his library.
The majority of these relate to lichens and will find a home at Orielton Field Centre library where
they will be available for reference, but principally to support lichen courses held at the Centre.
The collection, combined with some books from Nigel, provides us with the nucleus of a mycological
library - including several volumes of the much sought after “Fungi of Switzerland” and two volumes
in the “British Fungus Flora” series. We are currently considering the best location for the
mycological books so that Network enthusiasts have ready access to them.
Look out for further news on the Kew “Lost and Found” project in the coming months.

David Harries, PFRN coordinator
(dandh@f2s.com)
January 2015

Fungus records
Our first contribution comes from Matt Sutton who tells us about an exciting discovery from his
holding near Redberth:
Hygrocybe viola (Geesink & Bas) - (Amethyst waxcap)
The grasslands at Wyndrush Pastures SSSI usually hold
a good variety of waxcaps, but this year the heat of the
summer had baked the meadows dry and our
characteristic species (including the recently described
Gliophorus reginae) appeared late in small numbers or
didn’t appear at all. The woodland banks and
streamsides, in contrast, displayed a good variety of
waxcaps, as well as other traditional grassland species
such as earthtongues (Geoglossum species). Hygrocybe
irrigata could be found under the rootplate of an old
willow, H. virginea on the trunk of an old ash and H.
mucronella amongst moss on an old boundary bank.
Pick of the crop, however, was the amethyst waxcap, H.
viola (or Chromosera viola as it is now) which first
appeared on the riverbank just upstream from the farm
boundary. The three tiny fruitbodies were on bare moist
clay near the top of the bank, under a lip of eroding soil
held by hazel roots. A sparse growth of the liverworts
Pellia epipylla and Lophocolea bidentata grows on the
clay here.
Other interesting fungi are nearby,
including Gibellula pulchra, the fungal
parasite of spiders that is rarely
recorded but rather frequent here and a
small Russula which Geoffrey Kibby
suggests may be an undescribed
species. I found three more fruitbodies
on my own land the following month,
on another damp clay bank with a
similar growth of liverworts and
several pocket moss Fissidens species.
A third location, about twenty metres
downstream from here, produced three
more in mid-December then a fourth
site, on the farm boundary produced
yet another troop of three after
Christmas (opposite the only Clavaria
zollingeri on the farm). These are the
Photos © Matt Sutton
first Welsh records of this red-listed
Top: Hygrocybe viola.
species.

Bottom: Typical habitat

For more information on this species and other fungi at Wyndrush, go to ww.wyndrushwild.co.uk
Matt Sutton.
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Woodland Glade (Adam Pollard)
In October, the “Finding Fungi in Pembrokeshire” Facebook group organised a foray at Canaston Woods.
Although only 6 of us attended, there was a plethora of
species, mainly under the Larch. Sadly, this is being felled
due to infection by the fungus-like pathogen Phytophthora
ramorum. We found over 27 species, some shown here.
Coprinopsis acuminata
(new county record)

Inocybe assimilata
Rhodocollybia butyracea (Butter Cap)
(Jack) Russula ochroleuca
In St Ishmaels, I found another new record: Mycena
sanguinolenta (Bleeding Bonnet, named for the red
“milk found in the stem)
New county record (although most likely overlooked)
was Spinellus fusiger (Bonnet Mould). Unlike the
majority of records which are ascomycetes or
basidiomycetes, this is a member of the zygomycetes.
New record Lactarius fulvissimus, found by Mike
Karpaty under the limes at Scolton Manor.

Mycena sanguinolenta

Lactarius fulvissimus

Spinellus fusiger
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And finally, a nice find and County first on the cyclepath at Rosemarket; Echinoderma asperum (the
Freckled dapplerling).

Adam Pollard
Notable Pembrokeshire Records: Hypocreopsis rhododendri (Hazel gloves)
Two exciting new finds were repoprted from Pembrokeshire in
October. The first was spotted by Mike Karpaty at Goldborough
near Hundleton during one of our UK Fungus Day events: a single
fruiting body on dead, partially fallen, ivy on blackthorn in scrub.
The second was reported by a rambler, Nigel Lee, alongside the
Neyland cycletrack. Philip Jones passed details to us, and Adam
Pollard subsequently refound the site and collected a portion from
dead fallen sycamore for DNA sequencing at Aberystwyth.
This species, which has been recorded fruiting in good numbers at Brandy Brook near Newgale, has
now been found at three Pembrokeshire locations.
Distribution maps taken from the Atlantic Hazel Action Group website with kind permission of Dr.
David Genney.
www.sites.google.com/site/atlantichazelgroup/home
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Conservation News
Kew “Lost and Found” project (DJH)
I recently attended the first meeting of the steering
group for this exciting project funded by the
Esmee Fairbairn Trust and managed by staff at the
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
Over the next 5 years the project will provide great opportunities for field work - searching for rare,
interesting or poorly understood species. This will be backed up with support for groups which will
be coordinated by the Community Fungus Survey Leader Brian Douglas. Brian, who recently
completed his PhD at Aberystwyth University, will take up his post in early February. Support for
groups may include assistance with training in identification, survey protocols, photography,
conservation etc. The plan is that a second (junior) position will be established by April 2015 to
provide additional support for the project.
Information on the progress of the project can be found on the "Lost and Found" website
(http://fungi.myspecies.info/content/lost-found-fungi-project), along with the "Rare species target
list" and notable finds to date. The list including lichens and rusts as well as a range of ascomycetes
and basidiomycetes. Whilst many of the species have been selected on the basis of very few UK
records, there will be some species (of conservation concern) that have been more widely recorded,
but are less well understood and need further work including DNA sequencing of good quality, well
documented, voucher material.
The list contains a good number of species of interest to enthusiasts in west Wales. In due course each
species will be supported with information to assist with identification. This will be available on the
website and distributed as pdfs or hard copy to participating groups and individuals.

Plantlife Wales - Lower Plants subgroup meeting (DJH)
In December I attended a Plantlife Wales subgroup meeting which was largely devoted to a review
of Species of Conservation Concern (Wales S42) to ensure all designated fungus species had
appropriate targets and actions assigned to them. Particular reference was made to the England S41
list to ensure consistency of approach, and to take account of potential actions arising from the Kew
"Lost and Found" project.
Two amendments to the S42 list were suggested (Tremellodendropsis tuberosa to be dropped - no
Welsh records) and Bovista paludosa (Fen bovist) to be added - recently recorded in Wales by Sam
Bosanquet). Sand dune habitat and its associated fungus assemblage was highlighted as a good
subject for further work in Wales.
Bovista paludosa is a rare species found amongst
mosses in calcareous marshes. Fruitbodies solitary or
in small groups, pear-shaped to globose, 13-60 mm.
high with stipe up to 35 mm long. Fruitbodies white,
overlying a yellow-brown to blackish-brown layer
which is exposed on older specimens (as in the righthand photograph).
Photos © Sam Bosanquet.
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Work in progress - A Rust Red Data List for Wales (Nigel Stringer)
The biological recording of plant, animal and fungal species has taken place over many decades by
both amateurs and professionals which in turn has led to the formation of learned societies
specialising in the study of particular species groups. As a result, a vast amount of information has
been collected on the distribution and abundance of species over time in a given region. Also, if
records are comprehensive enough and have been collected over a long period of time we can
evaluate the abundance of particular species in relation to others and whether species are increasing
or decreasing. This has led to the publication of the “Red Lists” - which include lists of those species
which have been identified as being “under threat” so that priorities can be identified for conservation
action to safeguard them for the future.
In 2005 a Vascular Plant Red Data List was published by Cheffings et al. for the UK which was
quickly followed up by the publication of Regional RDL’s. Plantlife Wales published a Vascular
Plant RDL for Wales in 2008, a Lichen RDL in 2010 and a Bryophyte RDL the following year. The
next logical step was to complete the Lower Plant Series with a Fungus RDL for Wales.
Ray Woods (who was actively involved in the production of these RDL’s) suggested that although a
Wales Fungus RDL was needed there were problems because of the paucity of mycological records
for the region. Instead, he suggested that we compile a RDL using a particular species group of fungi
instead. Wales is fortunate in that over the last two decades a core of individuals have been recording
parasite fungi (mainly rusts) on native plants on a regular basis in south-west, north and mid Wales.
As a result, the number of records is probably the most comprehensive of its kind in the northern
hemisphere so it was thought useful to compile a Red Data List of Rust species as a trial.
This report is in the final stages of preparation and is the result of inputs by Ray Woods (primary
author), Nigel Stringer, Arthur Chater and our rust specialist from north Wales – Debbie Evans. The
list has been drawn up using the so called “IUCN criteria” upon which the other regional RDL’s were
compiled. The report highlights the importance of the rust flora of Wales in a UK context and assigns
“threat” categories (ranging from extinct to vulnerable) for the species of most concern. The report
also identifies those species more threatened in Wales than in the rest of the UK as well as those
species threatened in Britain which are doing well in Wales. The RDL will also contain a complete
list of Welsh rusts, the hosts they have been recorded on, and the vice-counties they have been
recorded in. This will make it much more enticing and informative for the ordinary readers than just
the conservation statuses!
It is hoped that the findings of this study will be used to inform priorities for conservation action and
act as a catalyst for the publication of a Wales and UK RDL for Fungi. Also, this list may prove useful
in the revision of the list of fungi which appear in Section 42 of the Natural Environmental and Rural
Communities Act (NERC) 2006 (Habitats and species of principal importance of Wales). Also, it is
important to realise that this report has only been made possible as a result of the recording efforts of
amateur mycologists. In previous decades biological records were usually held by the regional
recorder as an “academic” exercise but these days such
records can influence Government departments in their
decision-making process. We hope that this RDL will
serve as an example of the usefulness of biological
recording and inspire people to actively record and more
importantly deposit these data where they are accessible
and can be made use of.
Puccinia vigae-aureae a rare welsh rust found on Solidago virgaurea (Goldenrod). Photo © Nigel Stringer.
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Forays, Events and Visitors
UK Fungus Day 2014 and Orielton Bioblitz 11/12th October 2014
A weekend of UK Fungus Day events kicked
off with a field excursion to Goldborough
Farm, Hundleton, kindly hosted by Peter and
Lydia Morris.
Just as the group set off across the field, a
rather heavy downpour passed by - just
catching us for a short while. Fortunately
conditions improved thereafter and all
thoughts of a dismal walk were quickly
dismissed when, as mentioned earlier in
"Fungus Records", Mike Karpaty spotted the
best find of the weekend: Hypocreopsis rhododendri.
The group then followed a track through Goldborough woods to the
shore collecting samples and records en route, including a somewhat
inaccessible Fistulina hepatica (Beefsteak fungus) emerging from a
damaged section of trunk high up on an Oak tree,
On completion of the morning session, the group moved on to Orielton
Field Centre for an excellent lunch, followed by an afternoon review of
specimens. The afternoon concluded with setting up of microscopes
and displays for the public event the following day.

Sunday was bright and sunny - ideal conditions for a well attended Fungal Bioblitz and guided walk
through Orielton woodland. This was followed by an afternoon laboratory session which included
displays of fungi, reference books and promotional material and demonstrations of microscopy
techniques.
Thanks are due to Orielton Field Centre staff, the British Mycological Society and Heritage Lottery
Fund for their support for the weekend, and of course to PFRN members who, with guest mycologist
Peter Thompson, contributed to the success of the public event.
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Ffynnone foray with Pat O’Reilly
Our final event of the season was an earlyNovember excursion to Ffynnone woodland in
north-east Pembrokeshire with Pat O’Reilly. This
was again well attended and Pat’s expertise, good
humour and fascinating fungal anecdotes kept
everyone entertained and well informed.
The site itself was less productive than the previous
year as a result of substantial wind damage and
subsequent tree removal.

A little searching soon provided a steady stream of
specimens for Pat to identify - including a new one for
many of us: Tapinella panuoides (Oyster rollrim)
growing on a pile of weathered sawdust at the edge of the
car park. This species is restricted to dead conifers.

Slavomir Adamčík visit  Upton Castle
Late in October, following the BMS autumn foray in
Montgomeryshire, we hosted a visit by the Slovakian
mycologist, Slavomir Adamčík. Slavomir was especially
interested in collecting Camarophyllopsis and Dermoloma
specimens for a international research programme
involving DNA sequencing of specimens.
The highlight of the visit was an excursion to Upton Castle,
courtesy of Prue and Steve Barlow, where the lawns around
the castle were brimming with grassland species including

the first Pembrokeshire record of a
strikingly pink club fungus, Clavaria
rosea (Rose spindles).
Slavomir was not disappointed: he went
away with numerous collections of
Dermoloma (example pictured right)
along
with
some
interesting
Clavulinopsis
(yellow
spindle)
specimens. We look forward to news of
the collections in due course.

© Pembrokeshire Fungus Recording Network, Issue 1-2015, January 2015.
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